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Policy Purpose/IB Standard: The school secures access to an IB education for the broadest possible range of students. 

(0301-01) 

Culture 1.1: The school implements and reviews an access and/or admissions policy that clearly describes the conditions 

for participation in the school’s programme(s). (0301-01-0100) 

SMMHS has an open access policy for participation in the IB programmes. Our locally zoned schools Nolan and 

Thrasher Elementary Schools, make up the majority of our student population. However, the local district has a School 

Choice program that allows students to attend schools outside of their zone. These include all magnets, charters, 

institutes, and virtual school programs. While SMMHS does not qualify as one of those previously listed, we are 

awarded a certain number of open-enrollment spots each year for students across the district who want to participate 

in the IB programmes. The district statement below explains the vision of School Choice:  

 

“Every student has different interests, hopes, and dreams and must have access to opportunities that best open doors 

to exciting pathways to possibilities for their future. Choice schools expand the options for students to attend schools 

that best fit their individual interests and skillsets. These schools offer students opportunities that will propel them 

forward and ensure they are future-ready for college, career, and beyond” ( “School Choice”) 

MYP 

ALL students participate in the IB Middle Years 

Programme in grades 6-10. 

DP 

Students can opt in to the Diploma Programme courses or 

full program for grades 11-12. 

 

Culture 1.2: The school provides relevant support materials, resources and structures to promote access to the school’s 

programme(s) for as many students as reasonable. (0301-01-0200) 

MYP 

While all students in grades 6-10 are part of the IB Middle 

Years Programme, we do some work in Year 1 to 

"onboard" students. In Years 1-5, the students engage in 

the MYP instructional model, and in Year 5 students 

participate in the 10th Grade Personal Project. 

DP  

Informational meetings and panel discussions are the 

primary strategy for encouraging participation in the IB 

Diploma Programme. These include panels held as evening 

events. Some examples of these evening events are:  

 Current DP students and parents speaking to 

sophomores about the realities of living through 

the Diploma Programme. 

 DP alumni panels where students discussed the 

benefits of having done the Diploma Programme 

in their college experiences.  

 College representative panels where reps talked 

about the desire for IB students at their respective 

universities. 

Materials, Resources, and Structures 

 6th grade and New Student/Parent Orientation 
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 Signal Showcase—an evening event where the local 5th graders are invited to see the academic and 

extracurricular offerings provided at SMMHS, and parents are invited to see exhibitions of work including the 

IB core elements such as personal project, CS, EE, TOK, etc. 

 Learner Profile Spotlights and other IB-related posts to school social media accounts 

 SMMHS Website and IB Webpage 

 Managebac communications through the IB Parent Association  

 Freshman meetings introducing Personal Project from the perspective of current sophomores 

 Sophomore informational meetings about Personal Poroject and the Diploma Programme offerings 

 Required sophomore student and parent Diploma Programme informational meetings for those interested in 

registering for the DP 

 IB DP Registration Fees: Any student who enrolls in a DP course is eligible to apply for scholarship money to 

cover exam fees. This money is available through our local Mountain Education Foundation. While we do ask 

people to fill out an application for record keeping, students are never turned down for assistance. 

 

Culture 1.3: The school provides opportunities to access the programme(s) for the broadest possible range of students. 

(0301-01-0300) 

MYP: ALL students in grades 6-10 participate in the MYP which culminates in the 10th Grade Personal Project. 

DP Certificates: Students can opt to take 1-3 IB DP courses to earn IB Certificates. The rationale for the 1-3 cap is 
based on our history of school concerns: 

Philosophically, the school believes that the full Diploma Programme is the ideal experience for students seeking to 
challenge themselves. The IB Diploma success rate at SMMHS is very high, and the school believes that students who 
are willing to take 4 or more should be encouraged to seek the IB Diploma. Whether or not students earn the IB 
Diploma or IB DP Course credits, the success of our alumni has proven that both the content and the skills learned in 
the IB Diploma Programme were the most beneficial preparation for their post-secondary experiences. 
 
Logistically, our school schedule is extremely complex with the requirements of the MYP, state required courses, 
dual enrollment offerings, etc. Our Early Post-Secondary Offerings (EPSOs) are often scheduled in a single period, so 
the more DP courses a student takes, the more restricted their schedules become in taking the remaining courses 
that are required for graduation. 

IB Diploma Programme: Students who want to enroll in the IB Diploma Programme must meet some minimal 
requirements to ensure their success: 

1. Students must have earned any prerequisite credits and be on track for graduation. 
2. Per state requirements, students need to complete Algebra II or summer equivalency work before the start of the 
junior year in order to take IB SL Math Analysis and Approaches (and thus be eligible for the IB diploma) 
3. Students and Parents/Guardians must attend a required informational meeting with the IB coordinator prior to 
registration 
4. SMMHS sophomores must complete the MYP Personal Project as the school feels the independent nature of the 
project prepares students for the DP core elements of Creativity-Activity-Service and the Extended Essay. 
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Last Revision Date May 18, 2023  

Head of School Michael Carson 

IB Programmes Coordinator Tara Tharp 

Committee Members/Contributors: Q. Hagen, A. Donen, K. Shaw, J. McGann, R. Farrimond, R. Dodson, S. Dagnan, H. 

Brown 

Additional Authority All policies written for Signal Mountain Middle/High School will comply with policies established by 

the local Hamilton County Schools district and the Tennessee State Department of Education including all federal, state, 

and local laws. 
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